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ANCRC Grant Awarded to History Commission  

for  Governors Manuscript Preservation Project 
The Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council approved grant funds for the 
Arkansas Governors Manuscript Preservation Project during their annual review 
meeting held on May 8, 2013.  

The grant funds will be used by the History Commission to provide greater protection 
and access to the 16 major collections of Governor’s papers and several small 
manuscript collections of various governors housed at the Commission. Many of the 
manuscript collections were processed prior to 1970 and while some have been 
reprocessed and placed into archivally safe folders and boxes, the majority have not. 
The project will also include updating finding aids to these collections, adding the 
finding aids on the AHC website, adding select materials from the Governor’s papers 
to the “Documenting Arkansas” segment of the website, and highlighting the 
collections during Arkansas Archives Week in October, 2013.  

Starting with the second Territorial 
Governor, George Izard,  and ending with the Orval Faubus collection, the 
project will preserve and protect documents covering over 140 years of 
Arkansas’s gubernatorial history. The major collections included in the 
project contain the papers of Governors Fulton, Murphy, Little, Donaghey, 
Hays, Brough, McRae, Terral, Martineau, Parnell, Futrell, Bailey, Adkins, 
Laney, McMath, and Cherry. The project will also ensure the long-term 
preservation of another 22 small manuscript collections of various 
governors.  

The collections include a wide variety of 
materials including correspondence, 

commission records, clemency files, board and commission appointments, inaugural 
addresses and other speeches, military orders, and telegrams.  

“This grant supplies much-needed funds to preserve these priceless documents for 
future generations and researchers,” said Jane Wilkerson, interim director of the 
Arkansas History Commission. “I am grateful for the Council’s recognition of the 
importance of this project and so appreciate their support and confidence,” she 
continued.  

The Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources Council (ANCRC) was established by 
the Arkansas Legislature in 1987 by Arkansas Act 729. The act created the 
ANCRC to manage and supervise a grants and trust fund for the acquisition, 
management, and stewardship of state-owned properties or the preservation of 
State-owned historic sites, buildings, structures, or objects which the ANCRC 
determines to be of value for recreation or conservation purposes, with said properties to be used, preserved, and 
conserved for the benefit of present and future generations. The grants are funded through state's real estate transfer 
tax. The ANCRC consists of eleven voting members.  

Work on the Arkansas Governors Manuscript project will begin this summer, as soon as funds are released.  
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From the Interim Director 
Historians and archivists, both amateur and professional, rely on primary documents as definitive 

sources for research 
projects. When those 
primary documents 
describe painful 
historical events or 
contain offensive         
(by today’s standards) 
language, the challenge is 
to keep the material 

within its historical context and explain to 
the reader why context is important 
without resorting to revisionism. One 
such collection, the Federal Writer’s 
Project Slave Narratives, contains over 
900 interviews with ex-slaves conducted 
from 1936-1941. Covering all aspects of 
slave life, the interviews contain dialect 
and language that is offensive to modern 
ears, yet they reflect the time and context 
in which the ex-slaves lived. This month’s 
NEARA article features quotes directly 
from the Narratives which lend context 
and understanding to the story about 
James Hanover, a slave in Lawrence 
County.  

The Narratives are available for 
researchers at the Arkansas History 
Commission archives. The finding aid 
will be placed online in the near future. I encourage you to explore these interviews and learn from this 
painful period in our past, especially as we continue the observance of the Civil War Sesquicentennial. 
Slavery was the central issues of the time. As the custodians of these primary source documents, we 
must use every opportunity to research and learn from our past.  

BRINGING THE AHC TO YOU 
May 1-28  African American Legislators 
   Exhibit 
   Eddie Mae Herron Center/Museum 
   Pocahontas 
 
May 21-27  “Fought in earnest” Exhibit  
   Ozark Folk Center 
   Mountain View 
 
May 31   Bits and Bites 
   AHC Conference Room 
   Little Rock 
 
June 1   BHAC Seminar 
   “Emancipation Proclamation:   
   What it Meant to Freed African  
     Americans in Arkansas”  
   Mosaic Templars Cultural Center 
 
May 31-June 1  Presentations and Booth 
   North Arkansas Ancestor Fair 
   Leslie and Marshall 
 
June 4-26  “Fought in earnest” Exhibit 
   Headquarters House 
   Fayetteville 
 
June 4-29  African American Legislators  
   Exhibit 
   Lakeport Plantation 
   Lake Village 
 
June 15   Juneteenth Celebrations 
   Pocahontas and Little Rock 
 
June 22   Seminar 
   “Healthcare in Arkansas History” 
   Arkansas State Capitol 
   Little Rock 
 
June 28   Bits and Bites 
   AHC Conference Room 

AHC at Summer Events Around the State 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming summer seminars and events: 

June 1 - The Arkansas History Commission and the Black History Commission of Arkansas invite you 
to attend  the upcoming seminar “Emancipation Proclamation: What it Meant to Freed African 
Americans in Arkansas.” The free seminar will be held at the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center in 
Little Rock from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

June 15 - Two Juneteeth celebrations will feature booths manned by Arkansas History Commission 
staff - one in Pocahontas, the other at the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center.  

June 22- AHC staff will host a workshop, “Healthcare in Arkansas History,” at the State Capitol  

July 18 - Genealogy buffs will have the chance to work all night on those family trees at the 
Genealogy Night lock-in at the Jonesboro Public Library. NEARA staff will be on hand to answer 
questions. 

August 3-The Male-Female Academy at Powhatan State Park will host an AHC workshop, “Disasters, 
Depravity, and Judgment: Studies and Stories from 1890s-1930s Arkansas.”  

For more information about any of these events, please contact Jane Hooker at 
jane.hooker@arkansas.gov.  

mailto:jane.hooker@arkansas.gov?subject=Summer%20Event%20Information�


News from NEARA  
We’ve all heard of the geographical anomaly in the Arkansas Delta, Crowley’s Ridge. What you may 
not know is the story of its namesake, Benjamin Crowley and his slave James Hanover. NEARA’s 
collections contain records from Crowley’s time in Arkansas, along with several Hanover and Crowley 
family records.  

Crowley came to Lawrence County, Missouri Territory, shortly after it was formed. Existing records 
show him engaged in a lawsuit against Benedict White over a debt for the services of a slave in 1817. 
He was named administrator of the estate of his deceased son, John Crowley, in 1816. According to 
available land records, in 1819, he acquired land in Lawrence County from Solomon Huitt. Around 
1820, he made his way into what now is Greene County and settled on a ridge that carries his name to 
this day. 

When Crowley came to the area, his entourage included a slave known today as James Hanover. 
Stories about this slave are part of the lore of Lawrence and Greene counties. According to those 
stories, he was a skilled laborer and carpenter who constructed the first house on Crowley’s Ridge. 
When Benjamin Crowley passed away, James remained with Mrs. Crowley and was placed in charge 
of the family’s farming operation, slaves, and home, serving as the head of the family. 

With Mrs. Crowley’s passing, he was sold to John Michael who had the contract to build a new 
courthouse at Gainesville, the Greene County seat, and entrusted the majority of the work to James. 
Some versions of the story have James constructing other buildings as well. After Michael’s death, 
James and his wife were again sold at public auction. This time, leading merchants L. Hanover & 
Company of Pocahontas purchased both; they remained the property of this company until the Civil 
War ended. 

In a WPA slave narrative project interview, his granddaughter, Betty Brown, recalls living on the 
Hanover place as a child. According to her testimony, “...Hanover, he was a lawyer, and he educated 
my grandfather to be an overseer.” She goes on to say, “He was a good man, my grandfather, and he 
was smart too, and when the war surrendered, they make him mayor of Powhatan.” 

Other accounts, including a history of Greene County written by H. B. Crowley in 1906, report James 
Hanover was left in Lawrence County, near Pocahontas, at the end of the Civil War. Crowley claims 
that James was appointed to the position of Justice of the Peace by Governor Powell Clayton. Other 
stories have circulated through the years continue the claims, although most subscribe to the theory he 
was a justice of the peace, not mayor. 

According to Crowley’s account, in 1868 while the elderly James was sitting in a cotton patch, two 
men came along the road, saw a large, elderly man sitting in the field, and shot him for sport. They 
later bragged of their exploits to a number of men gathered at a mill. A Captain Willcockson warned 
them they better get out of the county right away before the Crowley boys heard what they had done or 
they would be in serious trouble. The Crowley’s were particularly attached to James from his long 
years of service to that family, and would not be inclined to let the murderers get away. 

The Ku Klux Klan was very active in Greene County at the time, and many believed the murder was a 
result of Klan activity. While Crowley’s history attempts to debunk the theory, Betty Brown, claimed 
“[H]e was a good mayor too; people all said so, and they were going to elect him for four more years, 
and the Ku Kluxers said they wasn’t going to have no n----- mayor, so they took him out and killed 
him.” 

Whether James was mayor or JP, whether the murderers were just out for a lark or were members of 
the KKK, the story of James Hanover is the story of how one slave came to freedom and experienced, 
for a while, the respect of both black and white residents of the area. 

Volunteer Positions Available 
Fascinated by history and historic research? Want to learn more about archives and how they operate? 
The History Commission and its two regional archives are seeking volunteers to work on various 
projects, including data entry for In Remembrance, processing of both paper and photograph 
collections, and various duties in the conservation lab and with museum collections. Interested 
applicants should contact Jane Hooker at (501) 682-6900 or by email at state.archives@arkansas.gov. 

mailto:state.archives@arkansas.gov�


Arkansas History Commission 
Ms.  Dora thy  Bou ld en ,  El  Dorado         Mr .  Micha e l  Linds e y ,  Faye t t e v i l l e         
Dr .  Ray  Granade ,  Arkade lph ia          Mr .  Robe r t  McCar l e y ,  Li t t l e  Rock                   
Dr .  Ruth  Hawkins ,  Jone sbo ro         Ms .  El izabe th  Robb ins ,  Hot  Spr ing s  
               Dr .  Robe r t  She r e r ,  Li t t l e  Rock 

Know your Commissioners 

Black History Commission of  Arkansas 
Mr.  Mar ion  But l e r ,  She rwood          Ms .  J oy c e  Gibson ,  Pre s c o t t                      
Ms .  Car la  Co l eman ,  Li t t l e  Rock             Dr .  J ohn W. Grave s ,  Arkade lph ia                  
Rev .  Barry  Dobson ,  El  Dorado          Mr.  Myron  Ja ckson ,  Li t t l e  Rock 
                                Mr .  James  Lawson ,  Ja cksonv i l l e  

News from SARA 
The Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives at Washington has two new Senior Experience Workers. 
Lenail Vickers and Victor Flenory, both of Hope, are assisting in processing SARA’s large collection 
of photographs from the Hope Star. The collection has thousands of images in large and small prints, 
contact prints, and negatives. The majority of the collection 
date from 1970 through the 1990s.  

Many of the prints have no name or date or just a name and no 
date. In this picture, Victor and Lenail are working with 
Archival Manager Peggy Lloyd to sort the photos into groups 
such as civic clubs, businesses, schools, sports, community 
events, and so on. By consulting with the Chamber of 
Commerce staff in Hope and looking for clues in the pictures, 
approximate dates of the photographs have been determined. 
The SARA workers then go through the Hope Star on 
microfilm to confirm the dates and events and persons portrayed. 

Working as photo detectives is a new experience for these Senior Experience Workers.  Victor Flenory 
has worked as a painter in the past and more recently as a Certified Nursing Assistant in a nursing 
home in nearby Prescott. Lenail Vickers formerly worked as a teacher’s aide in the Hope public school 
system. They are finding the work challenging but interesting. 

The images can be surprising.  For example, this picture appeared in the Hope Star on July 20, 1983. It 
reveals Oren Grisham’s skills as a gardener and shows him picking ears of corn from 12-foot stalks in 
his backyard. 

But Mr. Grisham had other ties too. He had grown up at Bodcaw in nearby 
Nevada County, and had a much older sister named Edith. Edith had 
married and moved to Hope with her husband. Their only child Virginia, 
who grew up in Hope, married and tragically lost her husband in a one-car 
accident near Sikeston, Missouri. Virginia, Mr. Grisham’s niece, had a son 
named Billy from that marriage. By the time this picture was taken, Mr. 
Grisham’s great-nephew Billy, now known as Bill Clinton, had grown up, 
finished college and law school and was serving his second term as 
Governor of Arkansas. 

In 1992, great-nephew Billy was elected the 42nd President of the United 
States. Mr. Grisham, who was known as “Uncle Buddy”, was often 
photographed with Bill Clinton on his visits to Hope. Uncle Buddy was at 
that time Bill Clinton’s oldest living male relative. 

You never know what will turn up in an old photo collection. 



Spring Exhibit Locations  
The AHC’s traveling exhibits are covering the state this spring 
from the Delta byways through the Arkansas River Valley, and 
to the foothills of the Ozarks. Be sure to make your plans to visit 
these exhibits in your area! 

“Fought in earnest” travels to Mountain View in May and 
moves in June to Fayetteville, while the “African American 

Legislators” exhibit makes its way 
from Pocahontas in May to Lakeport  
Plantation for the month of June.  

For specific locations and dates, see 
the events calendar above or email 
julienne.crawford@arkansas.gov for more information.  

Mark the 150th  

Anniversary of the 

Civil War by reserving  

“Fought in earnest” 

for your site 

 today! 

The AHC Team 
Our newest archivist, Lauren Jarvis, has been with the History Commission since 
May 2008. In five years, she has served as a library tech and was recently promoted 
to an archivist position. Jarvis, a native Arkansan, received her B.A. in History 
with a Folklore minor from Arkansas State University. She has completed the 
coursework for her M.A. in Public History from University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, and is currently working on her thesis.  

Prior to joining the History Commission staff, Lauren worked for two years as a 
graduate assistant at the McArthur Museum of Military History in Little Rock. Her 
interest in how major events, especially epidemics, diseases, and disasters, affect 

communities aids researchers in multiple ways. “People may not know about the 1927 flood, the 
Spanish flu epidemic or medical practices during the Civil War,” she stated. “They wonder why so 
many deaths occurred and why their relatives can’t be found after dates of catastrophes; once they 
learn the social context of the time period, you see an “aha” moment - I love that!” she concluded.  

Jarvis’ favorite task at the Commission? “Getting to see all the amazing items in the collections... 
handling and reading original documents from the 19th and 20th centuries is pretty thrilling,” she said. 
Her least favorite side effect of working in an archive? “Microfilm fatigue!” she laughingly declared. 
Lauren thinks the biggest challenge facing archives is relevancy. “The struggle between online record 
accessibility and drawing patrons into the archives is one we fight everyday - how do archives stay 
relevant in an instant-gratification, online world?” she mused.  

Like many other staff members, Jarvis likes to read in her spare time. She also spends many hours 
volunteering as the membership chair for the Arkansas Museums Association and serving on the 
Arkansas Genealogical Society’s board of directors.  

History Bits and Bites May 31 
Of all the states affected by the 1927 flood, it can be argued that 
Arkansas experienced the most severe lasting damage from that 
disaster. Come learn how Arkansans and maybe some of your 
ancestors survived this devastating flood during May’s Bits and Bites 
program. Lauren Jarvis, AHC archivist, will use letters, personal 
accounts and photographs to relay the stories about Arkansas survivors.  

A monthly lunch program, Bits and Bites is held the last Friday of each 
month, beginning at 12 noon in the AHC conference room on the 
second floor of One Capitol Mall. The program is free, so bring your lunch and a drink and join us! 

L a k e  V i l l a g e  M a y  1 ,  1 9 2 7  

mailto:julienne.crawford@arkansas.gov?subject=Book%20Exhibit�
mailto:state.archives@arkansas.gov?subject=Fought%20in%20earnest%20exhibit%20request�


To subscribe, please click here.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at state.archives@arkansas.gov or call 501.682.6900 

Phone: 
501.682.6900 
 
Email: 
state.archives
@Arkansas.gov 

One Capitol 
Mall 

Room 2B-215 
Little Rock, 

Arkansas 
72201 

 
WWW.ARK-IVES.COM 

Collections Spotlight 
Many intriguing accounts of day-to-day lives of Arkansans exist in the AHC’s collections. Several 
occur during time periods of great upheaval in our country. This month’s featured collection, the  
Clark-Hamilton Papers, cover the time period before, during, and immediately after World War I.  

Benjamin Franklin Clark was born in Enders, Arkansas (Faulkner County), and taught school in 
Vilonia, Arkansas, prior to being drafted in 1918. His service during World War I included training at 
Camp Pike (Pulaski County, Arkansas) and Camp Taylor (Kentucky). Clark was honorably discharged 
November 28, 1918, and returned to teaching. During the war years, he corresponded regularly with 
Flora Hamilton of Enders. 

Over 100 courtship letters to Hamilton describe Clark's day-to-day activities, which included teaching 
school in Vilonia, attending classes at Arkansas State Normal School in Conway, and military training 
during World War I. After the war ended, Clark and Hamilton broke off their courtship, and the letters 
only give hints of the circumstances surrounding this event. Nor does the collection suggest what 
happened to either Benjamin or Flora after the war. What the letters do reflect is the changing nature of 
Arkansas and the United States during the Great War. Anyone interested in studying this time period 
in Arkansas history should take a closer look at this collection. The finding aid for the Clark-Hamilton 
papers can be found here on our website in the manuscripts section of CARAT. 

mailto:state.archives@arkansas.gov?subject=suscribe�
mailto:jane.hooker@arkansas.gov?subject=Remove%20from%20Newsletter�
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