
Civil War Exhibit Travels Arkansas 

John William Graves has taught history and political science courses at 

Henderson State University since 1985. He received his Ph.D. degree in 

history from the University of Virginia and his M.A. and B.A. degrees in 

history from the University of Arkansas. A native of Little Rock, his principal 

area of scholarly specialization has been the study of race relations in 

Arkansas during the latter half of the nineteenth century and the early 

twentieth century. Graves currently serves as  Chair of the Department of 

Social Sciences and Professor of History at HSU.  
  
A member of the Black History Commission of Arkansas since 1993, Graves 

also lends his expertise to many other history organizations, including the state Advisory Board of the 

Mosaic Templars Cultural Center, as well as serving as a scholar/consultant for the AETN History of 

Arkansas project. “Dr. Graves’ passion for and knowledge of the history of race relations in Arkansas 

contributes a great deal to the workings of the BHCA,” said Dr. Richter. “We are extremely fortunate 

to have his expertise at our disposal,” she added.  

Shelia Bevill, the AHC Librarian for over 24 years, started her career as a 

teacher in the Little Rock School District. A native of Sherwood, Bevill 

received her BSE from the University of Central Arkansas and her Master of 

Library Science from UALR.  

Her duties include cataloging the Commission’s collection of over 20,000 

books, overseeing the book stacks in the vault and the Research Room, and 

assisting patrons with research questions. In her career at the Commission, 

Shelia has seen many changes and appreciates the partnership with the State 

Library in cataloging the book collections in the Online Computer Library 

Catalog (OCLC). This allows patrons from across the globe to search the 

AHC’s collection for just the volume they are seeking.  

Shelia’s favorite part of her job is researching and finding obscure items for patrons. In her spare time, 

Bevill sings in the Sylvan Hills Methodist Church choir, enjoys oil painting, and of course, loves to 

read historical fiction. 
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From the Director 
                            

While the dog days of summer are upon us, the AHC staff is busy traveling the state 

to bring our resources to you. The amazing response to Fought in earnest, our new 

traveling Civil War exhibit is exciting! Please be sure to check the event calendar 

below for dates the exhibit will be in your area.  
 
While you are adding dates to your calendar, plan on attending our lunch program, 

History Bits and Bites, on the last Friday of each month. Our first program last month 

was a great success. I hope to see many of you at our August 31 program to learn 

about the newly released online 1940 census records.  
 
Many new projects are underway at the Commission, including In Remembrance, a searchable index 

of Arkansas death records. These records include name, death date, and source for records from 1819-

1920. Our goal is to have the initial portion of the index online by the end of 2012. If you would like to 

volunteer to help with data entry for this project, please contact Lauren Jarvis by email.  
 
The AHC’s online resources are continually updated, and our most popular online catalog, CARAT, 

has a new look. The redesign makes the catalog of our resources easier to read, search, and find 

exactly what you need. Check it out at www.ark-ives.com/documenting/.  
 
And finally, thank you for your continued support and patronage. We are here to serve you and help 

you find the documents and resources you seek. If you haven’t visited us in person lately, plan a trip to 

the research room. We’d love to see you! 

 

WWW.ARK-IVES.COM 

Commissioner Spotlight 

The Arkansas History Commission’s website,       

www.ark-ives.com, has a new look and new features! 

New headers and drop-down menus make it easier than 

ever to search for the records you need. The majority of 

the revamped design can be found in CARAT, the 

Catalog of Arkansas Resources and Archival Treasures. 

This online catalog contains information about the 

History Commission’s vast holdings and is divided into 

nine primary and secondary resource sections: Biodex, 

Books and Maps, County Records, Land Records, 

Manuscripts, Military Records, Newspapers, 

Photographs, and Publications.  

                                                                                             

The new design makes the records more accessible and 

more intuitive for the user. Each section contains a general 

description of holdings, plus instructions on how to best search 

records contained in it. Regular users will find that the improved 

layout of the main CARAT page simplifies locating resource 

sections and is easier to read.  

One of the biggest improvements to CARAT is the addition of 

thousands of state land records that range in date from 1853 to 

1956. Over 51,000 records are now indexed online by name and 

include Land Donation Applications, Swamp Land 

Applications, Swamp Land Patents, Forfeited Deeds, and other 

legal documents created by the Commissioner of State Lands 

office. Entries are added each day to this vast resource. The land 

records database should be completed and available online by 

the end of 2012.  

Online access to the AHC’s holdings has never been simpler! Visit www.ark-ives.com to start your 

research project today! 

A New Look for Website Resources 

The AHC Team 

 

BRINGING THE AHC TO YOU 

                                       
August 4 Workshop and Exhibit                                             
  Male Female Academy                            
  Powhatan State Park                                   
  Powhatan  
 
August 9-11 “Fought in earnest” Exhibit and Booth  
  “An Empire in Extent” Symposium  
  University of Arkansas Global Campus  
  Fayetteville  
 
  SARA Booth 
  Hope Watermelon Festival  
  Fair Park 
  Hope                                            
       
August 11-30      “Fought in earnest” Exhibit   
  Lake Dardanelle State Park   
  Dardanelle         
 
 
August 14      Teacher Workshop    
  Magness Creek Elementary School  
  Cabot  
                
August 17 NEARA Display    
  Grand Opening Sharp County Library  
  Ash Flat 
 
August 26 Genealogy Presentation 
  Ouachita County Genealogical Society Meeting  
  First United Methodist Church  
  Camden 
 
August 31 History Bits and Bites    
            1940s Census Program 
      AHC Conference Room 
       Little Rock 
 
August 31- “Fought in earnest” Exhibit                      
September 28  Arkansas Supreme Court Building  
  Little Rock       

History Bits and Bites, our newly inaugurated monthly brown bag lunch         

program, will be Friday,  August 31 at 12 noon in the Arkansas History        

Commission Conference Room.  

The program debuted last month to 

great response and participation, 

and we have another great topic 

lined up for August. Jane 

Wilkerson, Archival Manager, will 

be speaking about the newly     

released online 1940 United States 

census. The 1940 census contains 134 million records 

and almost 9 out of 10 Americans has a relative listed in 

the census.  

The program is free and registration is required. Parking is available in the Wolfe Street Parking Lot 

and the conference room is located on the second floor in the History Commission’s office suite. Bring 

your lunch, something cool to drink, and join us to see who you can discover in the census! 

News from NEARA  

Mark the 

150th  

Anniversary of 

the Civil War 

by reserving  

“Fought in     

earnest”  

for your site  

today! 

In our role as regional archive, NEARA receives requests 

for all kinds of historical and archival advice. An ongoing 

request to provide planning assistance to the citizens of 

Ash Flat to create a library and research room in the old 

fire station has resulted in a unique community           

collaboration.  

The Ash Flat Library and Rose Thompson Research 

Room will open to the public on August 17 at 1 p.m.  

Local community members have worked tirelessly to 

secure donations, grants, and funding for the Library and         

Research Room. The Sharp County Historical Society 

received a $25,000 endowment from Rose Thompson to 

help fund the library and research room. The SCHS will 

operate and staff the research room where visitors can 

read about the history of Sharp County, research family history, and share their own historical treas-

ures. It has been an honor to work with the local  citizens on this exciting project. NEARA staff will be 

on hand to celebrate this latest effort to preserve and share the history of Sharp County. We hope to 

see you there!     

Collections Spotlight 

Samuel Wright Williams was attorney general, a prosecuting attorney, state senator, a member of the 

Confederate Military Board and an avid railroad system advocate. The Samuel W. Williams papers 

contain eleven boxes and over 2,000 items dating from 1814-1889 that span his career in Arkansas. 

While a preliminary inventory was published in 1912 by former AHC Director Dallas Herndon, it   

contains only about one-third of the collection’s content.  

Williams was born in 1828 in South Carolina and his family moved to Washington, Arkansas, then to 

near present-day Lonoke. His papers detail his varied career; many focus on his efforts to raise and 

equip the 17th Arkansas Infantry during the Civil War. These Civil War documents contain Union and 

Confederate muster rolls, rosters remembered by soldiers during the 1900s, correspondence, and     

information about multiple Arkansas regiments.  

“This collection provides a fascinating look into the planning and preparations of the Civil War      

soldiers. In his various positions of authority, Williams was intimately involved with the details of      

outfitting an army for war,” stated Dr. Richter. She added, “The scope of the collection is vast and we 

are pleased to make the full finding aid, never available before, accessible to researchers.” 

Many of the documents featured in the AHC’s  Civil War Document a Day online image collection are 

part of the Williams papers. The collection’s finding aid will be available online for researchers this 

fall.  

August is a time for finishing summer projects and preparing for new fall assignments. Victoria 

Garrett, SARA’s summer intern, wraps up her work this month and will begin preparing for her fall 

semester at UALR in the Public History program. We wish Victoria the best and appreciate her great 

work ethic and dedicated service.  
 
Two Civil War markers have been approved for Elkins Ferry and Prairie D’Ane to commemorate the  

battles fought there during the Camden Expedition. Both sites are included as part of the Camden     

Expedition Sites National Historic Landmark and on the Civil War Sesquicentennial Commission’s 

audio battlefield tours. A dedication ceremony for the installation of the markers will take place this 

fall. SARA is proud to have been a part of these efforts to promote Civil War sites in our area.  
 
As fall approaches, SARA’s  plans call for community outreach at several events in southwest          

Arkansas, the biggest of which is the Hope Watermelon Festival on August 9-11 at Fair Park in Hope. 

Make your plans to come and learn about SARA and have some old-fashioned fun at the Festival. We 

will see you there!  

History Bits and Bites 

Register for 

“History Bits    

and Bites” 

here.  

Registration       

deadline:  

August 29 

Newly redesigned CARAT page 

Previous CARAT layout 

Fought in earnest, the AHC’s new Civil War exhibit, is traveling to all corners of the state during the 

Civil War Sesquicentennial. Currently, over twenty-

five different locations have secured the exhibit for 

display in twenty-one counties in the state. 
 
“The overwhelming response from sites across    

Arkansas to host Fought in earnest is very exciting 

and gratifying,” said Dr. Richter. “We love to tell the 

stories of Arkansas using our collections and this 

exhibit spotlights our vast Civil War holdings that  

we are excited to share with the people of Arkansas,” 

she continued.  
 
Many schools, museums, libraries, and other           

institutions are commemorating the Arkansas Civil 

War Sesquicentennial through 2015 by hosting    

programs and exhibits. Fought in earnest, released last month, is currently 90% booked until the end 

of 2014. There are still a few scattered spots available. To reserve the exhibit for your site today, click 

here or call Julienne Crawford at  (501) 682-6978.  

L to R, Shirley Jones, Ina Gill, and Eva Royal, with 

the Sharp County Historical Society in the new Rose 

Thompson Research Room in the Ash Flat Library 

Exhibit on display at Historic Washington State Park 
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