Arkansas History Commission Staff

Wendy Richter became the State Historian and Director of the Arkansas History Commission in 2005.
She has a B.A. in Liberal Arts and M.A. in Public History from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock,
and M.A. and Ph.D. in Heritage Studies from Arkansas State University. A certified archivist for almost
twenty years, she previously served as Associate Professor and Archivist at Ouachita Baptist University,
teaching archival administration and Arkansas history. Richter has authored, compiled, and edited
numerous books and articles on state and local history.

Email: wendy.richter@arkansas.qgov

Sheila Bevill is a Librarian at the Arkansas History Commission and joined the staff in 1988. She has a
B.S.E. and M.L.S. from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Prior to her employment at the History
Commission, she worked as an elementary school teacher and also as a library technical assistant at
UAMS.

Email: sheila.bevill@arkansas.gov

Julienne Crawford is a Curator at the Arkansas History Commission, joining the staff in 2002. She has a
B.S. in Anthropology from James Madison University and attended the Public History graduate program
at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Crawford also worked as a graduate assistant for the Clinton
Presidential Materials Project and served as Program Coordinator for the Southern Cultural Heritage
Foundation in Vicksburg.

Email: julienne.crawford@arkansas.gov

Mary Dunn is an Archival Manager for the Arkansas History Commission. She received a B.A. in English
from Hendrix College, and obtained a M.L.S. degree from Indiana University. Before joining the staff of
the Arkansas History Commission in 2010, Dunn worked at Special Collections, University of Arkansas
Libraries, and at the Lilly Library at Indiana University.

Email: mary.e.dunn@arkansas.gov

Erin Fehr is an Archival Technician who joined the staff of the Arkansas Commission in 2011. She
previously worked at the National Archives and Records Administration, the Sequoyah National Research
Center, The Washington Center, and the University of Oklahoma Bizzell Memorial Library. Erin received
a B.A. in Music from Central Baptist College in Conway, and a M.M. in Musicology, and a M.L.S, both
from the University of Oklahoma.

Email: erin.fehr@arkansas.gov

Elizabeth Freeman is a Library Technician at the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A. in
History from the University of Central Arkansas. Freeman joined the staff of the Arkansas History
Commission in 2008.

Email: elizabeth.freeman@arkansas.gov

April Goff is an Administrative Specialist 11l at the Arkansas History Commission. She attended Arkansas
State University, served in the military intelligence field for the U.S. Army, and is pursuing a B.A. in
History at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Goff joined the History Commission staff in 2003.
Email: april.goff@arkansas.gov

Jane Hooker is an Archival Manager at the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A. in History from
the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. Prior to joining the History Commission staff in 1983, she
worked as an archivist at Special Collections, University of Arkansas Libraries, and as a news librarian at
the Arkansas Gazette.

Email: jane.hooker@arkansas.gov
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Brian Irby is a Library Technician at the Arkansas History Commission. He holds a B.A. and M.A. in
History from the University of Central Arkansas, and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in Public
History at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Irby joined the staff of the Arkansas History
Commission in 2008.

Email: brian.irby@arkansas.gov

Lauren Jarvis is a Library Technician at the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A. in history
and folklore from Arkansas State University and is currently working on a master’s degree in Public
History at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Prior to joining the History Commission staff she
worked as a graduate assistant at the MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History.

Email: lauren.jarvis@arkansas.gov

Emma Johnson is an Archival Technician who has worked at the Arkansas History Commission since
1984.
Email: emma.johnson@arkansas.gov

Peggy S. Lloyd is the Archival Manager at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives (SARA), a branch
of the Arkansas History Commission. She has a bachelor's degree in English from Southern State
College, a master's degree in English from Southern lllinois University, and a master's degree in history
from the University of Arkansas. She joined the History Commission staff in 2005.

Email: peggy.lloyd@arkansas.gov

Jeff Lewellen is an Archivist at the Arkansas History Commission. He has a B.A. in History from Hendrix
College and M.A. in Public History from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Prior to joining the
History Commission staff in 1990, he served as an archival assistant at the UALR Special Collections.
Email: jeff.lewellen@arkansas.gov

Mary McDonald, an Archival Technician, has worked at the Arkansas History Commission since 1990.
Email: mary.mcdonald@arkansas.gov

Gail Martin is an Administrative Specialist Il at the Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives (SARA), a
branch of the Arkansas History Commission. She has an associate degree from the University of
Arkansas Community College at Hope, and is a veteran of the United States Air Force. Martin has worked
at SARA since 1987, first as volunteer, and then as an employee.

Email: gail. martin@arkansas.gov

Lisa Perry is the Archival Manager at the NorthEast Arkansas Regional Archives (NEARA), a branch of
the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A. in Management from Indiana Wesleyan University,
and a M.A. and Ph.D. in Heritage Studies from Arkansas State University. Prior to joining the History
Commission staff in 2011, Perry worked in the Archives and Special Collections at Arkansas State
University and at the Southern Tenant Farmers Museum in Tyronza.

Email: lisa.perry@arkansas.gov

Anna Pfeifler is an Administrative Specialist Il at the Arkansas History Commission. She received a B.A.
and M.A. in history from the University of Arkansas. Before Pfeifler joined the History Commission in
2010, she worked at Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park and with the Washington County Historical
Society.

Email: anna.pfeifler@arkansas.gov

Cristin Slaymaker is a Library Technician at the Arkansas History Commission. She graduated from
Lyon College with a B.A. in Spanish. She is working on a master’s degree in Public History at the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock. Slaymaker has worked as an interpreter at Toltec Mounds State
Park, and as an intern at the Old Independence Regional Museum in Batesville, Arkansas.

Email: cristin.slaymaker@arkansas.gov
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Vesta Smith is an Administrative Specialist Il at the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives (NEARA), a
branch of the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A.in Journalism and History from the Arkansas
State University. Smith previously worked at Powhatan Historic State Park and the Lawrence County
Clerk’s office.

Email: vesta.smith@arkansas.gov

Tatyana Stubblefield is an Archival Technician who has worked at the Arkansas History Commission
since 2005. Before joining the staff at the History Commission, she worked in the Microfilm and
Duplication Laboratory for the Vital Records Control. Stubblefield has an Associate of Applied Science in
Business from Pulaski Technical College.

Email: tatyana.stubblefield@arkansas.gov

Paula Kyzer Taylor is an Archivist at the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.S.E. from State
College of Arkansas (now University of Central Arkansas) and M.A. in Public History from the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock. She served as an archival assistant at UALR Special Collections before joining
the History Commission staff in 1994,

Email: paula.taylor@arkansas.gov

Jane Thompson is an Archival Manager for the Arkansas History Commission. She has a Masters of
Library Science from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, with a specialization in preservation
administration, and B.A. in English and an M.A. in Speech/Drama from the University of Nebraska.
Thompson was the coordinator of the Arkansas Center for the Book at the Arkansas State Library and
served as a public library director in the northwest suburbs of Chicago, Illinois prior to moving to
Arkansas.

Email: jane.thompson@arkansas.gov

Ronnie Watts is the Archival Microphotography Supervisor at the Arkansas History Commission. He has
worked for the Commission since 1970. Under Watts’ direction, the microphotography section regularly
films approximately 155 Arkansas newspapers in addition to other manuscript materials, creating the
state’s largest collection of Arkansas-related microfilm.

Email: ronnie.watts@arkansas.qgov

Jane Wilkerson is an Archival Manager at the Arkansas History Commission. She has a B.A. in History
and a M.A. in Public History from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. She joined the History
Commission staff in 2001, following two years at the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies.

Email: jane.wilkerson@arkansas.gov
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